
September 13, 2016 

 

Honorable Jerry Moran 

Dirksen Senate Office Building 

Room 521 

Washington, D.C. 20510  

 

Dear Senator Moran:  

On behalf of the millions of veterans we represent, we are writing to offer our support for the “Veterans 

Mobility Safety Act of 2016.”  Veterans with catastrophic disabilities have a critical need for mobility to help 

maintain a high quality of life.  As technology and adaptive services advance, new automotive devices 

continue to open the door to more drivers with disabilities.  The Department of Veterans Affairs (VA) plays a 

critical role for disabled veterans by offering access to mobility products and personalized training to safely 

and effectively operate their newly adapted vehicles.  

The Automobile Adaptive Equipment (AAE) program requires that the equipment being installed meet 

certain safety standards.  It also requires personalized training to ensure that the veteran can safely operate 

the vehicle without presenting a harm to both himself and the public.  Neither of these protections matter, 

however, if the equipment is not installed correctly.  And yet the law does not currently require VA to ensure 

the person or entity installing the equipment is qualified in any way to perform the work.    

We fully support the increased safety standards offered by this bill and the added oversight which ensures 

that the VA remains a good steward of tax payer funds.  Requiring that vendors offering adaptive equipment 

services be certified in accordance with minimum safety standards is simply a matter of due diligence.  It 

also prevents waste in the form of duplicative costs when installations fail and VA is left on the hook again 

paying to fix avoidable mistakes.  This bill also addresses the fact that VA’s handbook governing the AAE 

program has been left unattended since the year 2000.  This neglect has led to varying interpretations of 

standards and inconsistent delivery of services among similarly situated veterans across the country—a 

problem that plagues VA generally.   

Our members are the end users of this benefit, and we applaud your efforts to ensure these veterans remain 

the focus of this legislation.  For many of our members, a properly functioning vehicle adapted to their 

specific needs restores independence and dignity.  This bill illustrates your recognition of how important 

safety and maximizing the availability of quality modification services is to those who sacrificed so much for 

our country.  

Respectfully,  

 

                                                            

Carl Blake      Joy J. Ilem 

Associate Executive Director    National Legislative Director  

Government Relations     Disabled American Veterans  

Paralyzed Veterans of America       

 

 

 



                  
Melanie Brunson     Aleks Morosky 

Director of Government Relations   National Legislative Director 

Blinded Veterans Association    Military Order of the Purple Heart 

 

 

             
Raymond C. Kelley 

National Legislative Director  

Veterans of Foreign Wars of the United States 

 

 

Cc:  Honorable Johnny Isakson, Chairman, Committee on Veterans’ Affairs  

 Honorable Richard Blumenthal, Ranking Member, Committee on Veterans’ Affairs 


